
Discussion and Activity Guides adapted from The Classroom Bookshelf  

Edited by Split Rock Books for our Book Club and Community Read. 

 

Close Reading of Illustrations. The graphic novel format gives readers multiple 

pathways for making meaning. See Scholastic’s Graphix Teachers Guide for tips on 

using graphic novels with students. Have readers consider questions like:  How do the 

size and shape of panels impact their interpretation of what is significant? How is color 

used? Why? How does Craft convey emotion? How do Jordan’s notebook drawings 

add to the narrative?  

 

Self Literacy: Who Am I? Why Am I Me? New Kid is a story about the challenges of 

middle school life and Jordan’s continuously evolving identities. Questions like “Who am 

I?”, “Why am I me?”, “What is important to me?”, and “Who will I be?” are unstated but 

can be inferred by readers. Help your reader to identify moments in the story where 

Jordan seems to be wrestling with his multiple identities. Discuss the ways that Jordan 

is many things and that his identity is not static, despite the social pressures that make it 

feel that way. Open up the discussion for readers to make connections to events in the 

story, the characters, and the ways in which their own identities are multiple and 

evolving.  

 

Family Dynamics and Friendships Create Authentic Conflict. Like any great 

narrative, New Kid is full of conflict between characters. Draw your reader’s attention to 

the various moments of conflict in the story that may mirror conflict in their own lives by 

narrowing student focus to family dynamics and friendship. In what ways are the 

conflicts fueled by social, racial, economic, and cultural differences? In what ways do 

the conflicts feel like mirrors for them as middle grade/middle school students? 

Encourage your reader to zoom in on the use of language to create conflict. What are 

the words characters say to one another that spark conflict? Encourage your reader to 

http://www.scholastic.com/graphix_teacher/pdf/Graphix%20Teachers%20guide.pdf


reference precise moments in the text that they can refer back to when writing their own 

stories to convey conflict. 

 

Falling Without a Parachute: Navigating Strong Emotions. On the first page of the 

book, Jordan explains that he feels like he is falling without a parachute. Discuss with 

students that language choice and the ways in which Jordan’s experiences across the 

book reveal these strong emotions and the feelings of insecurity that may mirror falling 

without a parachute. Give your reader an opportunity to do some freewriting in response 

to Jordan’s statement. Take a look at the Mood Meter, a tool created by the Yale Center 

for Emotional Intelligence which gives students a way to share their mood and to notice 

patterns in themselves over time. 

 

Names and Other Markers of Identity: Understanding Microaggression. One of the 

most arresting patterns in the story is the way in which White teachers mistake 

characters of color for other characters by calling them by the wrong name. In particular, 

Drew is repeatedly mistaken as Deandre by Ms. Rawle, Jordan is mistaken as Maury, 

and even one of the teachers is mistaken as the football coach. Define the term 

microagression for your reader. Merriam-Webster defines a microagression as a 

“comment or action that subtly and often unconsciously or unintentionally expresses a 

prejudiced attitude toward a member of a marginalized group”.  

 
The term microaggression was coined by Dr. Chester Pierce as “subtle, stunning, often 
automatic, and non-verbal exchanges which are ‘put downs...’” (Pierce, Carew, 
Pierce-Gonzalez, & Willis. (1978). p. 66). Dr. Derald Wing Sue offers this definition, as 
“everyday verbal, nonverbal, and environmental slights, snubs, or insults, whether 
intentional or unintentional, which communicate hostile, derogatory, or negative 
messages to target persons based solely upon their marginalized group membership” 
(Sue, D. W. (2010). Microaggressions in everyday life: Race, gender, and sexual 
orientation. John Wiley & Sons). 
 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/the-mood-meter-a-tool-for-developing-greater-self-awareness-and-awareness-of-others/


 

Have an open discussion about the impact microaggressions have on the characters of 

the story and what power and privilege have to do with who experiences 

microaggressions. Some readers may experience microaggressions in their own lives or 

they may realize that they have been perpetrating microaggressions that they were 

unconscious of until reading this book. Consider together the actions students might 

take in their own lives as their consciousness is raised such as coming together as a 

class to commit to certain kinds of language or processes with one another when 

microaggressions occur. Support your reader with language they can use to address 

microaggressions openly such as: “When you said _____, it made me (or my friend) feel 

_____” and “You may not be aware of what you just said/did. In the future, ______.” 

 

Living in Two Worlds: Exploring Setting. Jordan lives with his family in the 

neighborhood of Washington Heights, a real New York City neighborhood in northern 

Manhattan. Find a digital map and photographs of the neighborhood online to give your 

reader further context. Explore with students the ways in which the neighborhood is 

portrayed in the illustrations and through the dialogue. How does Jordan change his 

persona and even his clothing when he rides the bus from Washington Heights to 

Riverdale? In what ways does his clothing signify who he is in the presence of others 

depending on where he is on his ride?  

 

More Online Resources 

Jerry Craft’s Site 

http://www.jerrycraft.net/ 

New Kid Author Talk with Jerry Craft on YouTube 

https://youtu.be/OCy7gjdMvjU 

 
Source: 
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-school-must-read/ 
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